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"Consequently atheism turns out to be too simple. If the whole

universe has no meaning, we should never have found out that

it has no meaning: just as, if there were no light in the universe

and therefore no creatures with eyes, we should never know it

was dark. Dark would be a word without meaning." 

 

-C.S. Lewis





REASON #1

"There are over 4,200 religions in the world today. Each

one makes distinct claims about life, death, goodness,

and evil. 

 

But for as many differences that exist between these

religions, there is one striking similarity. Almost all of

them believe that their religion is the only true religion,

and that all other religions are false. 

 

Take the ancient Egyptians, for example. The Nile river

famously flows from the south to north, unlike north to

south like most other rivers. While we today may see

this as a geological oddity, they saw it as a badge of

honor. From their perspective, the Nile did not flow in

the wrong direction--every other river did. They had the

special privilege of living on and worshipping the only

river that flowed in the right direction!

This personal self-bias is a normal and psychologically proven

reality. Humans tend to favor that with which they are

associated. They grow up favoring the sports teams closest to

them. They insist, with all seriousness, that their mother or

grandmother made the "best" biscuits. A study even showed

that an American man's preference for Chevy or Ford depends

largely on what his father drove. 

 

So why can't the same phenomenon also be true of

Christianity? Is it not convenient to be born into a culture that

happens to embrace the "right god?" If one were to be born in

Pakistan, wouldn't he/she be just as likely to practice Islam,

and do so with same zeal with which they practice Christianity

today? 

 

The difference between a Christian and athiest is merely one

God. While athiests reject all 4,200 gods, Christians only reject

4, 199 of them. 

 

Because of this, Christianity is no more true than any other

religion, but is followed merely by those who believe the self-

centered lie that the religion they hold just happens to be the

only right one." -Atheist
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REASON #1

"How Do We Know That the Christian

Religion is the 'Right' Religion?"

"A child is not a Christian child, not a

Muslim child, but a child of Christian

parents or a child of Muslim parents."

-Richard Dawkins
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Lesson 1: The Uniqueness of God

R E A S O N  # 1

Who exactly is the God of the Bible? And how does he stack up against other gods? Does she share any similar traits

among other deities that simply makes God "a dime a dozen?" In order to find out, we must first outline the basic

"ingredients" that make a religious deity. These are traits which are considered universal amongst virtually all religous

gods and goddesses. 

Thoughts to Consider

1 0  R E A S O N S  W H Y  C H R I S T I A N I T Y  I S  F A L S E P A G E  6

Traits of the Gods

Identification with the Natural1.

Anu, the first recorded god in history, represented the sky, and received worship from the ancient Mesopotamians for His

dominion of the sun, storms, and stars. Likewise, the ancient Greeks and Egyptians worshipped gods and goddesses of

the moon, rivers, and harvest. Every god that exists represents either a personification of a natural thing, or a ruler over a

natural thing. Their power as a deity is associated with the power of the natural thing. Especially in tribal religions in

Africa and North and Suuth America, this worship of natural deities is called "animism."

2. Part of a Larger Hierarchy

The ancient religions of the Mesopotamians, Greeks, and Egyptians all worshipped a "pantheon" of gods and goddesses.

This means that they did not worship god as an independent being, but as a member of a larger celestial family, or a

biproduct of a larger system. The Chinook Indians worshipped their deities as members of the larger ecosystem around

them. The Greeks famously worshipped the family of gods living on Mount Olympus. 

3. Competition Between Gods and Humans

All gods maintain an economic position with their followers. While the deities demand respect, honor, and obedience from

their followers, humans likewise demand favor, protection, and wisdom from the gods. As a result, religions worship gods

and goddesses based on what they can provide. A woman unable to become pregnant will turn to the god of fertility for

help. In the Iliad, the god Apollo punishes the Greeks for capturing the daughter of one of his favorite priests. 

Introduction

What does it suggest when religions from

different regions and times all share

similar traits?

 

How do these traits compare with the God

of the Bible?

 

Why do people follow religion?

1.

1.

1.



Lesson 1: The Uniqueness of God

R E A S O N  # 1

Read the passage below. This is the first time God reveals His personal name to a human (His personal name appears

before this passage in Genesis, because the author of Genesis is Moses, who wrote the book after this experience. 
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Traits of the Yahweh

Exists Completely Independently of All Created Things1.

When God revealed His name to Moses, He did not call Himself "God of the Sky" or "God of the Mountain." He gave a

name so distinct from anything else that it sounds mysterious. "I Am, I Am." God could've said "I am the Sun" or "I am the

Thunder." But there is not a single thing God could identity with that would adequately describe Himself other than He

Himself. For this reason God is distinct from all other deities and created thing. God is. 

2. Exists Without Origin, History, or Destiny

Like people, the gods of world religions have origins, histories of growth and change, and even destinies. In fact, this is

true of all created things because all created things are limited by time. They have beginnings, middles, and ends. In fact,

having these things is proof that they are created--or have a cause.  Yet God is without beginning, middle, or end. He

never attained Godhead, will never lose. He has never become stronger or weaker. His traits and characteristics have

always been and always will be, with no change in-between. This is why God's name is given outside of the realm of

time. The Hebrew phrase could just as easily be used to say "I was that I was" or "I will be what I will be."

3. Acts Oppositely to Human Behavior

Deities famously take on extreme forms of the vices of their followers. They lie, cheat, steal, and make love to an epic

degree. Much of humanity's mythology comes from legends of gods acting like humans without the physical limitations of

mortality. Yet, Yahweh does the opposite. Instead of conquering the weak, He saves them. Instead of mocking the slave,

He loves them. Yahweh is not divine manifestation of man's vices, but a character completely different from the average

human. He demands nothing and is in need of nothing, yet actively gives everything to those who can give nothing in

return. 

What the Evidence Says

"13 Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’

and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?”14 God said to Moses, “I am who I am. This is

what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I am has sent me to you.’”15 God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites,

‘The Lord, the God of your fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent me to

you.’“This is my name forever,    the name you shall call me    from generation to generation."

God Reveals Himself to Moses

-Exodus 3:13-15 NIV



R E A S O N  # 1

Lesson Notes
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Lesson 2: The Universality of Christianity

R E A S O N  # 1

Oxford professor and atheist Richard Dawkins famously wrote in 2006, "There are no Christian children, just children of

Christian parents." Atheists regularly point out how convenient it seems that the God which people are born into happens

to be the "one true God." They argue that Christianity is a bi-product of in-home indoctrination. How does the evidence

stack up?

But Christianity Wasn't Always That Way!
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The Universality of Christianity 

The majority of religions are ethnic in nature. This means that one's ethnic

or national identity is a vital part of the religion itself (e.g. Judaism and the

Jewish people). As a result, most religions hold a belief that the ethnicity of

its followers is the "pure" race or "chosen" race above the others. Not only

are other religions false, the ethnicities that follow them are inferior because

of it. 

 

Yet Christianity does not follow that trend. It is not an ethnic or national

religion, but a global religion. According to the Pew Research Center,

roughly 33% of the world's population is Christian (Including Catholics).

Christianity is also spread out relatively evenly across the continents. The

majority of Christian history took place in Europe, yet Europe now represents

only a quarter of the global Christian community. 

 

How could it be possible for a religion to spread so rapidly to so many

different groups of people if its belief is dependent on domestic upbringing? 

Introduction

Very true. Atheists are quick to note that this

global trend appears to be the exception, not

the rule, for Christianity. The graph above

shows the extreme growth that occurred only in

the last century. Does this weaken Christians'

argument? 

 

On the contrary. This global trend actually

strengthens Christianity's position. This global

spread of Christianity is merely another step in a

process that has occurred for two thousand

years. From Jerusalem to Rome to London to

America, this future globalization of Christianity

was not only predicted by Jesus, it was

commanded by Him! (Matt. 28:16-20)

Distribution of Christianity Across the World
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Lesson 3: The Ontological Argument

R E A S O N  # 1

In 1078, a theologian and philosopher named Anselm created a formal proof (a logical sequences of premises that prove

a point) for the existence of God. Since, his "ontological argument" has been ridiculed by secular scientists and armchair

atheists. Yet, the theory has persisted and has recently received new life thanks to Christian thinkers like Alvin Plantinga

and C.S. Lewis. 
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The Ontological Argument

Question 1: Do you believe that it is possible (logically coherent) that God exists in some

hypothetical situation? 

 

Answer No: Then ask them to prove the logical impossibility of God's existence in all hypothetical situations (the

burden of proof has shifted to the atheist at this point). 

 

Answer Yes: Proceed to Question 2.

 

 

Question 2: Do you believe that it is possible (logically coherent) that a maximally great God

(omniscient, omnipotent, omnipresent) exists in some hypothetical situation? 

 

Answer No: Then return to your rebuttal to 'Answer No" under Question 1.

 

Answer Yes: Proceed to Question 3

 

 

Question 3: Do you believe that it is possible (logically coherent) for a Maximally Great God to

exist in only a limited number of hypothetical situations and remain a Maximally Great God?

 

Answer No: Proceed to Question 4

 

Answer Yes: Then ask them to prove how a Maximally Great God can be all-powerful yet only exist in a limited

number of hypothetical situations at the same time (this is a logically incoherent statement). 

 

 

Question 4: If you believe that if it is possible (logically coherent) for a maximally Great God to

exist, and if you believe that in order for a maximally Great God to exist, He must exist in all

hypothetical situations, then why do you not believe that a maximally Great God exists in this

situation?

 

Introduction

ontology (on· tol· o· gy) noun - The study of the nature of being and existence. 
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REASON #1

The Bible is the best-selling book on Earth. It exists in

2,900 languages, forms the basis of three world

religions (Christianity, Judaism, Islam), and is considered

one of the most important writings in history. 78% of all

Americans believe the Bible is God's Word.

 

But the Bible is also full of contradictions. The Gospel of

Matthew claims Judas Iscariot died by hanging, but

Luke's Acts claims he fell off a cliff. God commands the

Israelites in Exodus 21 to repay "an eye for an eye." But

Jesus says in Matthew 5 to "turn the other cheek."

Genesis claims God created light on the first day but the

sun on the fourth day. 1 Kings claims Solomon had

40,000 horses, but 2 Chronicles claims he only had

4,000. These are just a few of the many inconsistencies

that exist in the Bible. 

 

So is it appropriate to use a book so full of

contradictions to tell people what to do? Should millions

of people shape their lives around a book that can't

even keep straight how many horses Solomon had?

 

Not only that, but who's to say that the Bible is any

better than any other book? The Moslems obey the 

 

Quaran. The Jews have the Talmud. The Mormons have their

own book and so do Christian Scientists. Who's to say these

books will not be seen as equally "holy" in several thousand

years? 

 

Children can barely keep a story straight when whispered in

their ear through a game of "telephone." Should we really

expect that the Bible actually represents the true and only

words of God as exactly written? The Bible had to be preserved

and copied over thousands of years, is it really plausible to

believe that small changes didn't accumulate over time, or

even worse, that certain groups didn't intentionally "tweak"

parts they didn't like? 

 

                                -Your Friendly Neighborhood Atheist
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REASON #2

"But Isn't the Bible Full 

of Contradictions?"

"The Bible [contains] a warrant for

trafficking in humans, for ethnic cleansing,

for slavery... but we are not bound by any

of it because it was put together by crude,

uncultured, human mammals." 

-Christopher Hitchens
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Lesson 1: The Historical Reliability of the Bible

R E A S O N  # 2

No piece of history or archeology can ever "prove" that the Bible is God's Word. But history and archeology can indeed

prove that the claims of the Bible are historically accurate, and that the modern Bible accurately reflects the original

writings. In doing so, the Bible can be trusted as an accurate and well-preserved work, and above attack from non-

believers. 
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The Bibliographical Argument

Not a single original copy exists of any work in ancient history. We do not have the original copy of Homer's Odyssey, or

Plato's Republic. We don't even have the original copy of Shakespeare's Hamlet. So how do we know these works exist?

Because some society at some point in time thought it was important enough to produce copies. These copies, called

"manuscripts (MSS). All the famous works of classic literature exist only because we found manuscripts of them--in some

cases, written hundreds of years after the fact. So how does the Bible stack up to all this? Observe the chart below. 

What the Evidence Says... And Doesn't Say

bibliography (bib· li· og· ra· phy) noun - The history, identification, or description of writings.

0 2,000 4,000 6,000

Caesar's Gallic Wars (10) 

Plato's Republic (7) 

Thucydides' History (8) 

Tacitus' Annals (20) 

Homer's Iliad (683) 

New Testament (5,686) 

Amount of Ancient Manuscripts

"Some may wonder what's so

important about  a work having a lot

of copies. What does it prove?

Manuscripts matter because it

shows not only how a work was

valued by a society, but when it was

valued. A work that had no copies

made until 500 years later would

suggest that nobody cared about it

after 500 years. The more copies

made, the more valued it likely was

in a society. These conclusions are

universally made by historians on all

works-- secular and religious. 

Why Do Manuscripts Matter?
Dates of Ancient Manuscripts

Work Date Written Earliest Copy Gap

Homer's Iliad

Plato's Republic

Thucydides' History

New Testament

800 B.C.

400 B.C.

460- 400 B.C.

A.D. 50-100

Tacitus' Annals A.D. 100

Caesar's Gallic Wars 100-44 B.C.

400 B.C.

A.D. 900

A.D. 900

A.D. 1,100

A.D. 900

A.D. 114

400 yrs

1300 yrs

500 yrs

1,200 yrs

1000 yrs

c. 25 years
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Lesson 2: What About the Old Testament?

R E A S O N  # 2
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While the New Testament enjoys a wealth of manuscripts, the Old Testament does not. For centuries, the oldest known

manuscript of the Old Testament came from the 4th century (Codex Sinaiticus). After this, most manuscripts came from

c. 1000 A.D. from the efforts of Jewish monks called "masoretes." Because of this, the authenticity of the Old

Testament was commonly called into question. Whether or not the "Masoretic" manuscripts matched the original works

was unknown. 

 

That all changed in March, 1947. A shepherd named Mohammad was looking for his lost sheep (oh the irony). While

wandering through rocky cliffs near the Dead Sea, he threw a rock in a cavern to scare out the goat. To his surprise, he

heard the sound of breaking clay. When he investigated he discovered giant jars full of scrolls. These scrolls contained

copies of the Old Testament from roughly 100 years before Christ. They were the oldest known copies of Scripture on

Earth.

 

Hundreds of "Dead Sea Scrolls" (sometimes called "Qumran Scrolls") were discovered in the cave and the caves around

it. When examined, particularly the Gospel of Isaiah, the scrolls were found to be 95% identical to the Masoretic

manuscripts made in the Middle Ages. This proved to be the most significant biblical discovery in history, and proved

the authenticity of the manuscripts from which our modern Old Testament comes. 

The Discovery That Changed the World

Amount of Ancient Manuscripts

"The following list contains some of the rules necessary for a

Jewish scribe in the 10th century (masorete) to make copies of the

Old Testament. 

Masoretic Rules for Copying the Old Testament

"Every skin must contain a certain number of columns, equal

throughout the entire codex."

 

"The whole copy must be first-lined; if three words be written

without a line, it is worthless."

 

"No word or letter, not even a yod, must be written from

memory."

 

"Between every consonant, the space of a hair or thread must

intervene."

 

"The copyist must sit in full Jewish dress, having washed his

whole body."

 

"If a king addresses the copyist while writing the name of

YHWH, the copyist must pay no attention to him."

"The Sopherim Period

400 B.C. - A.D. 200

The Talmudic Period
A.D. 100- c. 500

The Masoretic Period
A.D. 500-950

Jewish scribes (including Ezra) who served as

custodians of the Old Testament text, caring for

it and preserving it. 

Jewish scribes after the time of Christ who not

only preserved Scripture but added teaching

through the Talmud, a commentary of the Torah.

Standardized written tradition of the Old

Testament amidst dispersion of Jews. 

The Septuigint

The Greek translation of the Old Testament,

made by 70 Jewish scribes and quoted by

the New Testament. 
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Lesson 3: Historical Proof for the Bible

R E A S O N  # 2
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The Bible is often referred to by atheists and scholars as fiction--nothing more than a well-meaning collection of

myths, fables, and legends. They often cite lack of evidence to explain why accounts of the fall of Jericho and the

resurrection of Jesus are non-historical. Examine below the different examples of historical evidence that affirms

that writings of Scripture. 

Non-Biblical Accounts of Biblical Events

Non-Biblical References to Events in the New Testament

The Septuigint

The Greek translation of the Old Testament,

made by 70 Jewish scribes and quoted by

the New Testament. 

Tacitus (Roman Historian) 1st Century A.D.

"To get rid of the report, Nero fastened the guilt [of the fire] and inflicted the most exquisite tortures on a class

hated for their abominations, called Christians by the populace. Christus, from whom the name had its origins,

suffered the extreme penalty during the reign of Tiberius at the hand of one of our procurators, Pontius Pilatus.

Joseph (Jewish Historian) 1st Century A.D.

"About this time there lived Jesus, a wise man, if indeed one ought to call him a man. For he was one who

performed surprising deeds and was a teacher of such people as accept the truth gladly. He won over many

Jews and many of the Greeks. He was the Christ. And when, upon the accusation of the principal men among

us, Pilate had condemned him to a cross, those who had first come to love him did not cease. He appeared to

them spending a third day restored to life, for the prophets of God had foretold these things and a thousand

other marvels about him."

Thallus (Greek Historian) 1st Century A.D.

"On the whole world there pressed a fearful darkness, and the rocks were rent by an earthquake, and many

places in Judea and other districts were thrown down." [In reference to the crucifixion of Jesus]

Archeological Proofs of New Testament Text

Erastus the City-Treasurer

"Paul mentions a city treasurer named Erastus in Romans 16

(written in Corinth). Centuries later, a stone inscription was

found in Corinth saying, "Erastus, curator of public building,

laid this pavement at his own expense."

The Nazareth Decree

An engraving was found in Nazareth saying "No graves should

be disturbed... under penalty of death." Dated roughly as

several years after the resurrection of Christ, this shows a

desire from Rome to prevent more "rumors" of

resurrection from causing more trouble among their Israelite

subjects. 
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Where's the Written Evidence for Old Testament Events?

Because of the time when the Old Testament was written, few manuscripts of anything from that time exist

today. This is because most writings were preserved on parchment (woven reeds) that deteriorated quickly.

However, many events of the Old Testament appear in other culture's mythology. 

Epic of Gilgamesh (Sumerian) 2100 B.C.

An adventure story about a king who consults Noah after the flood,  swims to the bottom of the sea, and

retrieves the fruit of the Tree of Life (only for it to be stolen by a serpent). 

Archeological Proofs of Old Testament Text

Absence of Evidence is not Evidence of Absence

Logic students are taught early on that just because a

claim does not have immediate evidence, it does not

necessarily prove that the claim is false. It means

evidence must be found to either prove or disprove the

claim. 

 

In the case of the Old Testament, there is still much

evidence lacking to support every claim of Scripture, but

in the cases where evidence has been found, it

unanimously proves, instead of disproves, the Bible.

Hesiod's Theogony (Greek) 8th Century B.C.

Hesiod, a poet around the time of Homer, wrote a mythology of the Greek pantheon. In it, he describes "demi-

gods," half god and half human creatures similar to the Nephilim in Genesis. He also describes evil entering the

world through a single woman, Pandora, who falls into temptation and opens a box. He also writes of Iapetus,

the god of the Greek man, who is considered the ancestor of all Greeks, and who bears a similar name to that of

Japheth, the son of Noah who travelled west. 

The Walls of Jericho

During the 1930s, archeologists

famously wrote a collective note and

signed it together at Jericho. Why?

They found indisputable evidence

that showed that the walls of

Jericho fell outward as the Bible

described, instead of inward as all

ancient walls naturally do. 

Sodom and Gomorroh

Long laughed off as myth, the five

cities mentioned in Scripture have

been found geographically as Scripture

describes. Geological evidence also

shows a massive amount of Bitumen,

brimstone, has been found in the area,

along with evidence that shows a

massive earthquake.

King David

No historical evidence for King David

existed until 1993 when the "Tel Dan

Frangment" was discovered. The

fragment boasts of a foreign kind

defeating the armies of the "House of

David."
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Lesson 4: How We Got the Modern Bible

R E A S O N  # 2
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Who Decided What to Include and Why?

Opponents of Christianity often point to the books included in the Bible (and those not included) as an example

of why Christianity should not be trusted. The way they see it, the Bible is nothing more than a set of biased

books cherry-picked by biased committees to suit to political needs. But an objective look at history shows that

the books recognized as Scripture were just that: recognized for what they already were, accurate works

consistent with the rest of Scripture written by those who spoke on behalf of God.

What Were the Qualifications of Biblical Books?

The audiences of both the Old and New Testament

recognized the biblical works for the following reasons.

 

They spoke on behalf of God. Either as a prophet,

priest, apostle, or one writing on behalf of the

apostles.

 

The work affirmed the rest of Scripture and proved

itself as spiritually and historically accurate. 

 

The work was positively received and endorsed by

God's people, and produced effective change as

intended in its writing. 

 

Who Decided What to Include in the Bible?

 The works of the New Testament were ultimately

accepted as Scripture by their intended

audience. The different churches that

received the letters of Paul, for example,

recognized it as a work written on behalf of God.

This is proven in the immediate copying and

distribution of the letters that immediately

occurred, and the exclusive reading of these

letters during religious services. It is a myth that

these books were decided on centuries later at

the Council of Nicea under Constantine. The

works of the New Testament were already

formalized under leaders of the Church known as

the Church Fathers, particularly Athanasius in

367 and Augustine in 369, which was the

continuation of canons established by others. 

The Apocrypha

From both the Old Testament and New Testament ages

there exist works known as The Apocrypha. The

Apocrypha consist of works either affirmed by Scripture

by some, or for only a short time. Roman Catholicism

still affirms the twelve  Old Testament Apocryphal

works in their endorsed Bible. Likewise, after the

Apostles died, new heretical movements like Gnosticism

produced apocryphal works of their own under false

pseudonyms like Thomas and Judas.

"And on the day called Sunday there is a gathering

together to one place... and the memoirs of the

apostles or the writings of the prophets are read, as

long as time permits." 

Justin Martyr (A.D. 100-165)
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Lesson 5: Is the Bible Actually Inaccurate?

R E A S O N  # 2
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Does the Bible Even Claim to be Accurate?

Yes and no. Paul reminded Timothy in 2 Tim 3:16 that "All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for

teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness." The theological term form for this is

"inerrant." meaning that Scripture is without error or fault in all its teaching. But is that the same as being 100%

literal in accurate in everything it says? The Bible consists of different genres, including poetry and law. The way

something is communicated in Pslams is going to be different than how it's explained in Leviticus. 

So why does the Bible Contradict Itself?

 "As I have dealt with one apparent

discrepancy after another and have studied

the alleged contradictions between the

biblical record and the evidence of

linguistics, archeology, or science, my

confidence in the trustworthiness has been

repeatedly verified and strengthened by the

discovery that almost every problem in

Scripture that has been discovered by man

from ancient times until now, has been dealt

with in a completely satisfactory manner by

the biblical text itself." 

 

-Gleason Archer Jr., Oriental Scholar

 

The Symphony of Scripture

 The Bible is not just a book. It's a unified

collection of 66 different books written over a

thousand years by people of all different

backgrounds. The Bible was written in Greek,

Hebrew, and Aramaic. It was written in Arabian

desert, in caves, on city ports, and in jail cells. It

was written by scholars, shepherds, kings, and

fishermen. It exists in the form of poetry, history,

letters of romance, civil law, family genealogies,

and memoirs. Yet despite all that, the Bible

completely agrees with itself in message and

teaching. The same message told differently by

different unconnected people adds to, rather

than takes from, the credibility of Scripture. 

Paul makes clear that "all Scripture is God-breathed."

Yet these words were God-breathed through unique

human authors. This is why different books have

different tones and senses of humor. The writing is

taking on the personality of the human author. Because

of this, while the message of God is always inerrant, the

message will be told from the perspective of the human

author. This is why Matthew may say that Jesus died

by hanging but Luke says he fell and his gut burst

open. It's the same event. Judas hung himself over a

cliff, and after his body began to decay, it fell from the

noose, and the gases within the abdomen caused it to

burst (a common post-mortem occurrence). Luke, a

physician, chose to prove more detailed medical

information about Judas' death. The same applies for

books with different recorded amounts of horses and

chariots. The authors are writing according to the best

information available to them. 

The above chart visualizes every single cross-reference in

Scripture. No other work contains such a vast and consistent

matrix of ideas.  
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REASON #1

Not even God Himself fulfills the expectations set by the

Bible. Most Christians don't read the Old Testament (and

some even admit to not liking it). This comes as no

surprise, since the Old Testament features a brand of

God completely different from the kind of God they

describe to their atheist friends. 

 

In fact, one might even argue that the Bible consists of

two Gods. The God of the New Testament, a soft, long-

suffering, well meaning granny--a Mr. Rogers-- and the

God of the Old Testament, a harsh, brutal, violent bully--

a Mr. T!

 

If one saw the Bible as a man-invented religious work,

this would come as no surprise. A conquering, all-

powerful God would suit a nation fine seeking to invade a

new land like Canaan. A God obsessed with laws and

extreme punishments for anyone who disobeyed would

make sense for a nomadic tribe of desert-dwellers

establishing their own civil law. 

 

On the other hand, a God of love, inclusion, and

forgiveness for all races would be quite appealing for

those under the dominance of the Roman Empire. In a

social climate when the old Greco-Roman mythologies

were being replaced by philosophies like Stoicism, a new

form of religion based on internal faith alone would be a

 

I

 

perfect blend of old-time religion and new world philosophy.

 

If we're all just going to fabricate God to whatever suits our

needs in the moment, then I would prefer to worship a "god"

that I can see under a microscope and observe in the night

sky. Because really, what's the difference between the belief in

no God at all and the belief in a made-up one?

 

                                -Your Friendly Neighborhood Atheist
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REASON #3

"God is Not Godly"

“The God of the Old Testament is

arguably the most unpleasant character in

all fiction: jealous and proud of it; a petty,

unjust, unforgiving control-freak; a

vindictive, bloodthirsty ethnic cleanser; a

misogynistic, homophobic, racist,

infanticidal, genocidal, filicidal,

pestilential, megalomaniacal,

sadomasochistic, capriciously malevolent

bully.”

1 0  R E A S O N S  W H Y  C H R I S T I A N I T Y  I S  F A L S E



Lesson 1: Is God a Bully?

S E C T I O N  I R E A S O N  # 3

1 0  R E A S O N S  W H Y  C H R I S T I A N I T Y  I S  F A L S E P A G E  2 6

The Irony of Moral Judgements

When God is challenged for His alleged moral depravity, one must ask, on what basis is the challenger

disapproving of God's actions? If an atheist claims that God is unjust, from what authority do they get their own

definition of authority? If they claim their government, has their government ever failed to be just? If they claim

themselves, have they ever failed to be unjust? If so, then both they and their government, by the atheist's own

criteria, are equally as unworthy to be trusted as God is. God is attacked as an imperfect source of morality from

people who have no perfect source or morality themselves. 

The Power of Context

 Imagine if, centuries from now (even today), literary

critics painted Huckleberry Finn as a racist

villain because of his use of the N-word. As

horrendous as the language is, to paint Huckleberry

as a villain would prove a failure to actually read the

book! After reading Mark Twain's novel, the reader

would realize that Finn risked his life to save the

runaway slave Jim and loved him dearly as an

equal. The language in the book, although still

wicked, was a bi-product of the context of the

times. In the same way, imagine if we blackballed

Aragorn from Lord of the Rings for slaying

countless creatures? Would we chastise Chief

Brody from JAWS for murdering an

endangered Great White Shark? Talk about lack of

context!

 

But Christian critics do the same thing to God in

the Bible. They eagerly flip through its pages,

search for death and destruction, and as soon as

they find it triumphantly parade it as an example of

God's wickedness-- all without reading and

understanding the larger context of the narrative.

The Illusion of Innocence 

 Despite the claims of some, including atheists, God does

not have a monopoly on violence. Go to any movie theatre,

or start playing any teenager's video game, and one will

quickly realize that humans have an affinity for violence.

Batman, for instance, one of the most popular comic book

heroes ever, rages every night as he beats and abuses city

criminals. Why is a billionaire like Bruce Wayne praised as a

hero while God is pitted as a bully?

 

The difference is an illusion of innocence. Crowds cheer

when Batman pummels the face of his arch-enemy

because the audience perceives the villain as evil.

Batman's rage and punishment is just because punishing

evil is just.

 

Yet in terms of God, there is an inherent assumption that

those God punished in the Old Testament were innocent

bystanders. This is because people naturally imprint their

own culture's definition of morality on a culture thousands

of years old. It's difficult to understand the severity of

stealing an ox or dishonoring one's Father because one

doesn't recognize the severe implications such as action

would cause. 

The Sound of Silence

 Many critics wonder why God, who claims to love

truth, justice, and mercy, would seemingly ignore

instances in the Bible of rape, marital abuse, slavery,

and murder. But this comes from a failure of

comprehensive reading of the text. For example, one

may question why God ignored Sodom's attempt to

rape Lot's guests, but ignore the destruction of the

city that comes only a few verses later!
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As much as God is criticized for His harshness in the Old Testament, He is also criticized for His

perceived weakness in the New Testament. Atheists commonly point to Jesus' failure to fulfill the Old Testament

prophecy of Messiahship (a king to conquer Israel's enemies) as proof of God's apparent weakness. God is

criticized for being both too harsh and too genteel. But a closer examination of Scripture shows that more of

God's wrath appears in the New Testament than in the Old Testament. 

Wrath in the New Testament

 Antagonists of Christianity often forget that the

Christian symbol of forgiveness is also a symbol of

wrath, death, pain, and torture. By His own admission,

the most wrathful thing God ever did was to His own

son. Greater than Sodom and Gomorrah, greater than

the Great Flood, the innocent death of Jesus on the

Cross represented the extant of God's wrath and

punishment. 

 

There exists a false assumption that God judged sin in

the Old Testament but forgave it in the New

Testament. Nothing could be further from the truth.

God did not just arbitrarily waive sins in the New

Testament--He punished sin severely on the back of

His innocent son. God's judgement of Jesus paved the

way for forgiveness for the world. 

Why Did God Have to Kill His Son?

 The New Testament example of God's wrath poured out on His

Son Jesus rarely does good in a debate with an atheist. Many

atheists often ask in amazement "If God is all-powerful, why did

He have to brutally kill His Son?" Why not just snap His finger

and forgive sin?" There are two points to keep in mind.

 

If God is a God of justice, then His nature demands that a

worthy penalty be paid for wrongdoing. The death of a

perfect immortal Being would be the only thing sufficient to

cover the sin of the entire world. 

 

Crucifixion was universally considered the worst form of

death--physically and socially--in the world at that time. For

God to deal with sin in any less terrible way would be to

suggest God's less-than-complete displeasure with evil. 

The Goldilocks God

 

Verses About Forgiveness in the Old Testament

"I even I, am He who blots out your transgressions, for

my own sake, and remembers your sins no more." 

-Isaiah 43:25

"The Lord our God is merciful and forgiving, even though

we have rebelled against Him." Daniel 9:9

"Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives the

transgression of the remnant of his inheritance? You do

not stay angry forever but delight to show mercy." Micah

7:18-19

“The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger,

abounding in love. He will not always accuse, nor will he

harbor his anger forever, he does not treat us as our sins

deserve or repay us according to our iniquities. For as high

as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for

those who fear Him." Psalms 103:8-12

 

Verses About Judgement in the New Testament

 "Jesus entered the temple courts and drove out all who

were buying and selling there. He overturned the tables

of the money changers and the benches of those selling

doves. Matthew 21:12

“And the Son of Man [Jesus] will be delivered over to the

chief priests and scribes, and they will condemn him to

death and deliver him over to the Gentiles to be mocked

and flogged and crucified, and he will be raised on the third

day.” Matthew 20:18-19

"Peter said to her, “How could you conspire to test the

Spirit of the Lord? Listen! The feet of the men who buried

your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out

also.”10 At that moment she fell down at his feet and

died." -Acts 5:9-10
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REASON #1

Jesus is an invented deity. A great teacher? Of course.

His teaching in the Sermon on the Mount represents

some of the best words of human behavior in history.

His love for others, and his message of hope and

forgiveness are inspiring, but he was not God. 

 

Mohammad the Prophet never claimed to be God. In

fact, he prohibited the making of his image to prevent

people from worshipping Him. Confucius and Buddha

were also great teachers, yet they neither claimed to be

a deity nor were followed as one. 

 

Christianity began during an age of history when the

Romans started to hail their own Caesars as "august" or

"divine." It comes as no surprise that Jews and other

oppressed peoples began hailing their own "god-king" in

competition with Rome. 

 

Jesus never claimed to be God. The Gospels of

Matthew, Mark, and Luke make no mention of his

divinity, either. Jesus' status as God was a theological

invention, suggested by the Apostle Paul (who never

knew him) in his letters to the church, and affirmed by

later councils like at Nicaea in 325. It's no coincidence

that this assertion led to schisms from Christians who

broke away from the Church for this reason.

 

 

Not even the Bible seems to believe Jesus is God. There is no

verse that outlines the Trinity: the assertion that Jesus and

God are one and the same. There is also no indication that the

"messiah" would be God. The messiah the Jews expected

according to their prophecies was a king, conqueror, and

teacher, but not God. 

 

                                -Your Friendly Neighborhood Atheist

 

1517-1620

P A G E  3 0

REASON #4

"Jesus Never Claimed to Be God"

"He was a virtuous and an amiable man.

The morality that he preached and

practised was of the most benevolent

kind; and though similar systems of

morality had been preached by Confucius,

and by some of the Greek philosophers,

many years before; by the Quakers since;

and by many good men in all ages, it has

not been exceeded by any.

 

-Thomas Paine
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Only a few generations ago, it was fashionable among secular  historians to question the historicity of Jesus.

"Historicity" is just a technical term meaning the historical existence of someone or something. But today, not even the

most hardened critic will deny that Jesus of Nazareth was a real man who lived in Judea during the 1st century. This

is because overwhelming evidence exists from authoritative sources like the Roman historian Tacitus that point to the

existence and crucifixion of Jesus. Now that atheist historians have "lost the hill" on that front, they commonly put

pressure on the idea that Jesus, while a respectable teacher and religious leader, never claimed to be God. 

Jesus... More Than a Man 

 

Times When Jesus Claimed to Be God "Ego Eimi"

 

"Ego Eimi" are two ancient Greek words that, together, are

nonsensical. In English they best translate to "I, I am" or "I

am I." It appears in the Septuagint, the Greek translation

of the Old Testament commonly used in Jesus' day, in

Exodus 3:14, where God reveals to Moses the most

intimate name for Himself, I AM. Because of the

peculiarity of the grammar, "ego eimi" would never appear

in common language by accident, and the phrase itself

referred directly to God Himself. To even say the name "I

AM" without reverence was considered a grave sin. Yet,

this is exactly the name Jesus calls Himself in front of the

Pharisees in John 8:58. This is significant because not

only did Jesus claim to be God, He used the strongest

language available to Him in that culture. He left out no

room for misunderstanding--He was more than a

representative of God, or even a Son of God. He was...

He was. "I AM, I AM." The gravity of this claim was not

lost on the Pharisees, who, outraged at Jesus' claim,

immediately pick up stones to kill Him. 

“I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say about Him: I’m ready to accept

Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept his claim to be God. That is the one thing we must not say. A man

who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a

lunatic — on the level with the man who says he is a poached egg — or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must

make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or something worse. You can shut

him up for a fool, you can spit at him and kill him as a demon or you can fall at his feet and call him Lord and God, but

let us not come with any patronizing nonsense about his being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us.

He did not intend to.”

 

C.S. Lewis Mere Christianity

"Liar, Lunatic, or Lord"

"Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and

you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me

has seen the Father." John 14:8-9

"Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before

Abraham was, I am.” So they picked up stones to throw at

him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple."

John 8:58

"When Jesus saw their faith, he said, “Friend, your sins are

forgiven.”21 The Pharisees and the teachers of the law

began thinking to themselves, “Who is this fellow who

speaks blasphemy? Who can forgive sins but God alone?”

Luke 5:19-20
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REASON #1

Christians claim to believe in a God who is all-powerful,

all-knowing, and completely good. They also claim that

this same God created everything in the Universe. Why

then, does the Universe seem to be full of so much evil?

 

If God is a God of love, then why does He allow toddlers

to die of cancer? Why did He allow the Holocaust? Is

God not capable of preventing these things? If so, then

why call Him all powerful? Is it that God is capable of

preventing evil, but prefers not to? Then why call Him

good? What person, if seeing a starving child laying in

the trash heaps of a Third World city, wouldn't give him

a piece of food? Does God not see all? Does He not 

 

possess all? Yet he innocent people to starve every day across

the world. It maybe easy for American children to sing "Jesus

Loves Me," but what about the children of Hiroshima? What

about the Tutsi children of the Rwandan Genocide? What

about the children of the Kurds, the Nez Perce, the Ukrainian,

and Jews? 

 

This does not mention the fact that God punishes forever, with

eternal torment, those who refuse to love Him. Even those

born on remote islands, who never hear the name of God

uttered, are punished eternally for their ignorance. Christians

speak so much of what God demands of us, but make no

demands of God. They claim that God expects us to love, yet

they do not expect God to love. They claim that God expects

the world to be upright, just, merciful, and charitable, but allow

God to be vindictive, sadistic, and cruel. 

 

                                -Your Friendly Neighborhood Atheist
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REASON #5

"Why Would an All-Powerful, Good God

Allow Evil to Exist?"

"If God is unable to prevent evil, then

he is not all-powerful. If God is not

willing to prevent evil, then he is not

all-good. If God is both willing and

able to prevent evil, then why does

evil exist?"

 

-Epicurus
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It's a rather ironic turn from atheists when they attack God for evil existing in a world where, according to their

scientific beliefs, there is no such thing as good and evil. The laws of nature according to the Darwinist are amoral,

meaning that when a Grizzly eats one of its own cubs, it's neither good nor evil, but the natural way of the world. In

order to attack God for His failure to prevent evil, the atheist must first determine what evil is, and by what authority

evil is defined at all. They must also be able to prove that something is in fact evil, and not just a necessary hardship

for a greater good (e.g. childbirth, physical labor, etc.) To claim that God cannot exist because of evil places an

enormously large burden of proof on the atheist to prove what is evil and by what (or whose) authority.  

What Exactly Is Evil? 

 

Evil in the World is... Decreasing? God is Love... But Love is Not "God"

 
Many people choose to believe simply that "God is Love"

and that, if He does exist, He certainly doesn't judge

people or send them to Hell. But often times this rhetoric

really implies that love, or their definition of love, is itself

the thing the worship above all.

 

There is a common misconception that in order for love to

exist it must be free from all other qualities like justice,

truth. It's possible for a corporate boss to both lovingly

care about his employees and also instructively correct

them when they misstep. A parent is capably of loving his

or her child while also disciplining them. In both of these

cases it's not only possible for love to exist alongside

judgement, it's necessary.

 

In the same way, the presence of judgement, correction,

and even Hell do not disqualify God's love. In fact, they

are directly tied to it. 

““My argument against God was that the universe seemed so cruel and unjust. But how had I got this idea of just and

unjust? A man does not call a line crooked unless he has some idea of a straight line. What was I comparing this

universe with when I called it unjust? If the whole show was bad and senseless from A to Z, so to speak, why did I, who

was supposed to be part of the show, find myself in such a violent reaction against it?... Of course I could have given

up my idea of justice by saying it was nothing but a private idea of my own. But if i did that, then my argument against

God collapsed too--for the argument depended on saying the world was really unjust, not simply that it did not happen

to please my fancies. Thus, in the very act of trying to prove that God did not exist - in other words, that the whole of

reality was senseless - I found I was forced to assume that one part of reality - namely my idea of justice - was full of

sense. If the whole universe has no meaning, we should never have found out that it has no meaning: just as, if there

were no light in the universe and therefore no creatures with eyes, we should never have known it was dark. Dark

would be without meaning.”

 

C.S. Lewis Mere Christianity

"The Moral Dilemma"

Since the day of Pentecost 2000 years ago,

expansive studies by Oxford University have recorded

global improvements in the following areas.

 

Extreme Hunger Has Fallen

World Hunger at an All-Time Low

Declines in Child Labor

Increased Life Expectancy

Lower Child Mortality Rates

Decreased Homicide Rates

Increased Literacy Rates

 

All of these advances have come as direct results of

people and organizations associated with the Church--

that is, followers of Jesus Christ who made their world

better through the love of God. 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.
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REASON #1

One would expect that a religion of love, peace, and

mercy would have a history of love, peace, and mercy.

Not so. Christianity's history is one of war, crusades,

genocide, and oppression. One could argue that

Christianity, like religion as a whole, is the worst thing to

ever happen to the world. 

 

This is because Christianity "raises the stakes" to

people's own vices. Townsperson A maybe believe that

he is right and that Townsperson B is wrong, but when

religion, especially Christianity, gets thrown into the mix,

it no longer becomes a disagreement between two

people, but a cosmic battle between good and

evil Townsperson A, because he believes he is on God's

side, and because he believe God is more important

than anything, is willing to act upon his disagreement

with Townsperson B to a degree beyond expectations.

Townsperson A, because "God" is on his side, may not

just reprimand townsperson B, he may burn his crops or

destroy his home. He may kill his children to prevent

him from speading his "evil" to future generations.

Townsperson A may even kill townsperson B. When

done on behalf of God, who's to say it's wrong?

 

This general mindset has led to innumerable wars and 

 

massacres in Christianity's history. Christianity, because they

believe they have the special privilege of being God's

representatives on Earth, have abused, harmed, and killed

entire groups of people for having different beliefs, different

traditions, and in some cases even different ethnic features. 

 

This has not changed since America's history, as Christians are

still known as angry hypocrites, who prefer to look down their

noses at the world all the while falling guilty to sexual scandals,

child abuse, and money laundering. If there really was a God of

love and mercy, wouldn't His followers and their history look

more like him?

 

                                -Your Friendly Neighborhood Atheist
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REASON #6

"Christianity is the Cause of so Much

Injustice in the World
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The Saint Bartholomew's Day Massacre, François Dubois, c.

1572
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In order to best evaluate the criticism of Christian history's injustices, the following questions must be considered:

Three Questions of Verification

 

Moral Perfection is Not Necessary for Christianity to Be True

The Shifting Baseline of Evil

 
An elementary rule of history, learned by all historians, is to avoid judging those in history by the moral standards of

today. For example, few would dismiss George Washington, the father of our nation, as a racist because he owned

slaves? In the same way, historical actions should be analyzed in context of its time and culture. This is something

already done for other groups (i.e. the Moslem Caliphates, Greek Philosophers) but not for Christianity. While Christianity

is judged according to today's modern morality, it is not judged in accordance to the world of its time. If done, critics

would find that Christianity early on advocated for women's rights and slave emancipation. Likewise, Christianity was

responsible for the abolition and suffrage movements in America, as well as the abolition movements in England and

France. 

Criticisms of Christianity due to its violent history usually stems from from the misconception that Christianity depends

upon the obedience of its followers to be true. Moral perfection is not only not necessary for Christianity to be true. The

lack of moral perfection is why Christianity exists at all. While it's certainly been true that many in history took on the

banner of Christianity to enable their own sinful  desires, not even devout believers are free from wrongdoing. This fact

coincides, rather than contradicts, the doctrines of Christianity. 

 Is Moral Perfection Necessary for Christianity to Be True?1.

It must first be asked whether evil from those who claim to Christians disqualifies the beliefs of Christianity from being

true. If so, is this a law that applies to all belief systems? Is democracy a flawed concept because its advocates have

failed to be be 100% democratic 100% of the time? 

2. Are the Evils of Christianity Unique to That Time And Place?

How do the actions of Christianity compare to the actions of other groups of that same time? Is it better, worse,

or the same?

3. How Does the Evil of Christianity Compare to the Good?

When studied as a whole, has the world been helped or harmed by the presence of Christianity? Can the actions

of Christians across the world truly be defined as "evil?"

Christianity's Impact on the World

No other religion has more positively impacted the world than Christianity. Christianity brought schools and trade to

northern frontiers of Western Europe. It brought Aquinas, Dante, Newton, and Bach. It brought the United States of

America, as well the global charity movement. 
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REASON #1

Should modern adults truly be made to believe that a

giant, cosmic being, who is invisible, created the world

with the snap of a finger? Should they also really believe

that this same God brought a giant flood over the entire

earth, but saved every living thing by having an old man

build a boat and put two of every animal on it?

 

Most of all, should people really believe that a man born

of a virgin teenager died and came alive three days later,

and that on top of that he healed disease, walked on

water, and multiplied food?

 

Christianity represents mere fairy tales for adults. Kids

are often told bed time stories to make them feel better.

Christianity is nothing more than an adult-sized set of

bed time stories meant to comfort those near death and

in times of hardship. It may be fine to put on

headstones and Hallmark cards, but it shouldn't be

taken seriously beyond that. 

 

Christianity is based on multiple claims that are verifiably

not true through scientific inquiry. Namely that a man

died, and three days later became alive again. This kind

of blind belief in things that fly in the face of reality is

not only misplaced, it's irresponsible and dangerous. 

Children should be taught the beauties of science rather

than the fictional stories of Christianity. The two 

mindsets are incompatible. One cannot seriously believe in a

God of miracles while at the same time believe in the laws of

science. 

 

                                -Your Friendly Neighborhood Atheist
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"Christianity is Unscientific"
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“When one person suffers from a

delusion, it is called insanity. When

many people suffer from a delusion it is

called Religion.”

 

-Richard Dawkins
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A "presupposition" is an assumption one holds when making an argument. If two brothers fight over whether or not

they should have cheese or pepperoni pizza for dinner, both are arguing under a presupposition that they are having

pizza for dinner at all. 

 

In the same case with miracles, or, phenomenons that seem to contradict the laws of science, both Christians and

atheists are working under several presuppositions.

Competing Presuppositions

The Difference Between Science and Philosophy

 

What is the difference between science and philosophy? Generally speaking, science answers the question of "what" and

philosophy answers the question of why. Darwinism as a theory may (or may not) suggest how species originated, but it

does not explain why there are species at all. At this point, even Darwinist scientists must adopt some set of

philosophic assumptions about why there is something rather than nothing. In this sense all scientists hold to some

"religion" or philosophy that explains the "why" behind the "what."

The Compatibility of Christianity and Science

Part of the argument against Christianity is that religion

and science cannot mix. This has historically been

proven false. Not only were some of the most

foundational scientists in history believers in God, a

significant portion of scientists today continue to believe

in God. 

Christian Presuppositions

If an infinitely powerful God exists who

created everything, then He is equally

capable of breaking His own rules as He

is making them.

Atheist Presuppositions

If miracles are impossible, then God is

impossible. vs

If it seems to contradict the known laws

of science, it is a miracle and impossible.

Just because something cannot be

explained with the scientific knowledge of

its day does no mean that it is impossible.

It is impossible to believe in God and

miracles and be a rational, intelligent,

thinker.

It is possible to believe in the laws of

science and recognize the laws come from

a divine source who is equally capable of

breaking them. 

vs

vs

Did Not Believe in God
45%

Believe in God
40%

Unsure
15%

Nature Journal. "Scientists Are Still Keeping The Faith." 1996

"Either half my colleagues are stupid, or else the

science of Darwinism is completely compatible with

religious beliefs."

-Stephen Jay Gould, Oxford Professor and Atheist
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REASON #1

Even if Christianity were proven to be true, I wouldn't

believe in it? Why? Because God is an ego-maniac. I

find Him completely unlikable. It's no secret that God

Himself admits to being a "jealous" God. If God, who

apparently created everything in the Universe, is jealous

of "little ol'' me, then what does that say about God, and

what does that say about me? 

 

If God is truly jealous of me, then why would I bother

giving Him worship. If He is so jealous of me, shouldn't

God be giving me worship? This is why I've decided to

call my own shots in life. I am special and valuable and

don't need God. He needs me--He admits it Himself. 

 

Besides all this, if God is all-powerful, then why would

He bother with us? Why does He "need" us to do His

work for Him on Earth. Why does He "need" our love?

Our obedience? Our worship?

 

There can only be two solutions. Either God is not all

that great and is in need of us, or He is so egotistical

that He cannot be happy without even the smallest of

His creatures singing Him songs of praise and worship.

 

God is an ego-maniac. While He demands His people to

be selfless and charitable, He Himself does the exact

opposite. 

 

God is demanding and cocky. By His own admission,

everything He does is ultimately for Himself.

 

I would prefer to follow someone more selfless like Ghandi,

Mother Teresa, or just everyday people who don't think about

themselves and instead think about others. I don't think this is

too much to ask. 

 

                                -Your Friendly Neighborhood Atheist
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REASON #8

"God is an Ego-Maniac"
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“God is omniscient, and omnipresent...

and jealous? God is jealous of me?

Something about that didn't sit right

with my spirit." 

 

-Oprah Winfrey



Lesson 1: The Nature of God
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While questions about God's ego are understandable, disagreement about the nature of God (or any god) does not

disqualify His existence. God does not need people's approval in order to exist. That being said, returning to the

Ontological Argument, if it were logically possible for a God to exist, wouldn't it be necessary for that God to be a

Maximally Great Being? Is it more likely to believe in a maximally great God or only a partially great one? 

The Necessity of God's Greatness

 

And large crowds came to Him, bringing with them those who were lame, crippled, blind, mute, and many others, and

they laid them down at His feet; and He healed them. Matthew 15:30

What Does it Mean to Be "Egotistical?"

Is it fair to say that God is truly egotistical? To do so, one must first

examine the meaning of the term egotism. If egotism means an

"exaggerated sense of self-importance," is that true of God? If the Bible

is to be believed, that God is a maximally great being, and if He had no

equal, would it be appropriate for God to have a sense of self-

importance, that, for any other person would be "exaggerated" but for

Him would be appropriate? If so, then God's egotism is not a hindrance

to His existence, but a necessary response to it. 

Despite God's maximal greatness, and His desire for glory as an appropriate response to to that greatness, how do His

actions in Scripture compare? Examine below various actions of God:

For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.

Matthew 5:45

ego· tism | \ ˈē-gə-ˌti-zəm

An exaggerated sense of self-importance.

Egotism

An Examination of God's Actions

The Lord is good to all, and his mercy is over all that he has made. Psalms 145:9

Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds

them. hAre you not of more value than they? And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of

life? And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin,

yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the

field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little

faith? Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For

the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. Matthew 6:26-32

The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any

should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 2 Peter 3:9

But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Romans 5:8
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REASON #1

It all sounds rather arbitrary. God, creator of all, is

unhappy because of sins. Because He is unhappy, He

punishes sinners by torturing them in Hell forever. But,

in order for God to be happy with sinners again, He sent

His son Jesus to live a perfect life, to die a gruesome

death by crucifixion, and to resurrect three days later.

 

But why? It's all rather silly when you think about it. If

God is in control of everything, why did He allow sin to

occur at all? And even if sin did occur, why didn't God

just snap His fingers and undo it? He could've changed

time and people, but he didn't. Besides this, why did He

have to forgive sins in such an elaborate and bloody

fashion? What required God to have a human sacrifice

in payment for the world's sin. What was it about Jesus'

blood on the Cross that was necessary for God to

forgive sins?

 

All of this is to say that what Christians describe as the

"Gospel" comes across as odd and unnecessary to any rational

thinker. People grow up with crosses around their necks,

Easter services, and Sunday school songs, and as a result

grow use to something that is very odd. As one person put it,

"If Christ had died twenty years ago instead of two thousand

years ago, old ladies and catholic school girls would be wearing

silver electric chairs around their neck.

 

The Gospel of Jesus dying on the Cross for the sins of the

world sounds less like something dictated by an Immortal God

and more contrived by creators of a new religion. Every religion

is famous for designing their own rules into the matrix of their

own beliefs. Christianity is clearly no different. 

 

                                -Your Friendly Neighborhood Atheist
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REASON #9

"Why Does Jesus Have to Die for Sins?"
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"Why did God sacrifice Himself to

Himself to save us from Himself

because of a rule He made Himself?

 

-Anonymous Internet Commenter



Lesson 1: The Purpose of the Cross
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When evaluating the necessity of the Cross, one must return back to the question, "Is God a Maximally Great Being?"

If so, then one must conclude that, if there were a maximally Great Being, He would be the maximum representation

of every aspect of goodness--including, love, truth, mercy, and justice. If God exists as a maximally great being, then

His nature demands that He rule in with complete justice. Justice is universally understood as the payment for

wrongdoing. If that is true, then one must expect that God, being a God of justice, would demand payment for

wrongdoing. 

God, a God of Justice

 

The Justice of the Cross

If God as a just God demands payment for sin, then what qualifies as

an appropriate payment? It must first be recognized that sin against

God is distinct from generic wrongdoing because it is against a

maximally great being, and thus maximally severe. Injustice against an

infinite God demands infinite payment. That said, if an infinite being

Himself was able to infinitely fulfill the demands of an infinite God, but

then receive the extent of an infinite God's wrath in payment for the

world's sin, then that would be the only way for God to administer both

love and justice in maximum amounts, thus the Cross. This makes the

Cross not only an appropriate response from God, but one necessary

to His nature. 

Some wonder why God had to deal with

the world's sin in such a gruesome way. Is

God a masochist? Some wonder. 

 

As already mentioned in this workbook,

the Cross at the time represented the

worst form of punishment from both a

physical and moral perspective. Not only

was the Cross considered the most

unpleasant way to die, it was also the

most shameful. For this reason Roman

citizens could not be crucified--it was a

dishonor too severe for any Roman. It was

reserved for foreigners, enemies, and

scoundrels. To be crucified not only

meant painful death, but an ostracization  

from society. 

 

If God were to properly punish sin, it

would not just require death, but the full

extant of pain and death--and not only

that, but of dismissal and abandonment

and rejection. It's for this reason that

Jesus on the Cross did not complain

about the pain, but about the rejection He

felt from God 'My God My God, Why Have

You Forsaken Me?"

 

If a maximally great being were to

administer justice in a maximum amount,

it would require that it be done on the

Cross. 

Why The Cross?
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REASON #1

God and Christianity may be all well and good, but God's

followers and Christians are not. 

 

Christians are the worst. They're stuck up, hypocritical,

annoying, snotty, rude, judgmental, and dumb. They

have a terrible reputation for the way they treat people.

They claim to be "pro-life" yet are pro-war, and pro-

death penalty. They claim to care about unborn babies

but care nothing about the mothers, or even the babies

once they're born. 

 

Christians brainwash their children with cute Sunday

school songs and flannel-graph. Christians are anti-

science, anti-education, and anti-love. Who doesn't

have a religious family member who looks down their

nose at them and makes them feel guilty about

everything all the time?

Science and history may one day prove christianity to be true. I

may someday get in a debate with a Christian where they peg

me on every front, where they prove me wrong in every way.

 

But even then, even after all their proof and arguments, even

after all their debating skill and "apologetics" I'll never believe,

because I never want to be like them. 

 

Christians have hurt me, abused me, belittled me, and

discounted me. When I've been hurt they never came to heal.

When I was alone they never came to visit. When I was in need

they never gave me help. I needed someone, anyone, to treat

me the way Christ supposedly treated people like me, but

nobody ever did. 

 

There are times when I wish I could spend a day with Jesus. I

wonder if he would treat me the way His followers do? I wonder

what he would say to all the questions I had for Him, about

why He would allow evil, why He would allow my son to die in

a car accident, why he demanded so much from me. 

 

But it doesn't matter because there is no Jesus, and if there

was, his followers would be more like him. 

 

                                -Your Hurting Neighborhood Atheist
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REASON #10

"Christians Don't Accurately Reflect

Christianity"
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"I like your Christ, I do not like

your Christians. Your Christians are

so unlike your Christ.'

 

-Ghandi



Does God Need Defending?
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Who hasn't heard a non-believer talk like the imaginary one on the last page? The sad reality is that we will probably

never hear such brutal honesty from the non-believers around us, because they will instead mask it with bitterness,

defiance, and hate. 

 

Of course, God is not dependent on our obedience in order to exist. Every Christian could be a hypocrite (and is) and

it would not alter God's existence in the slightest. But what we as Christians must understand is that God is so great

that He does not need us to prove Him to anyone. As God said through Paul in Romans 1, "The attributes of God are

clearly seen." People will choose to see it or they won't.

 

So what is the purpose of Christians? Should we be spending our time trying to convince people to see what they

don't want to see? Should we worry about "defending God?" In The Lion, The Witch, and the Wardrobe, Mr. Beaver

explains to the children protagonists about Aslan, the Christ-figure of the story. Alarmed, the youngest girl Lucy asks

"But is he safe?" To which Mr. Beaver responds, "Of course he's not safe, he's a lion!... But he's good."

 

God is a lion. He does not need defending. He does not need people to try to prove His existence. But He does want

us to show His goodness. When Jesus gave His disciples the "Great" commission, it was not to prove His existence, or

to attack those who disagreed with Him. Jesus commanded to love. 

 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all

Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Acts 1:8

 

Jesus did not say that we would be His defenders, or explainers, or debaters. He said we would be His witnesses. A

witness is someone who speaks and acts on behalf of someone else. Jesus commanded us to tell the world about

Him by being like Him. 

 

Are you doing that? Are you loving the unloved, befriending the unfriendly, and defending the defenseless? Are you

telling and showing people about the love of God? Christianity may learn every debate tactic, and write every book in

attack against liberalism, but Christians greatest impact on the world will be defined by the following two points:

 

1. Did they love God will all their hearts, souls, and minds?

2. Did they love their neighbor as themselves?

 

  

 

 

                                                                       -SA

 

 

 

 

 

 


